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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Claims 1, 4-15, 19, & 20 are allowed over the prior art. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The subject matter of the independent claims could either not be found or was not 
suggested in the prior art of record. 

With respect to claim 1 , the subject matter not found was the method for 
extracorporeal blood treatment comprising the steps of engaging a single member 
carrying a waste, replacement fluid, and blood withdrawal lines to a treatment machine; 
the member and treatment machine being configured such that by said step of engaging 
a single member, at least one pump is enabled to pump fluid through said waste, 
withdrawal and return lines, in combination with the other elements (or steps) in the 
claims. Claims 4-12, 14 & 15 are allowable since they are dependent from allowable 
claim 1. 

With respect to claim 13, the subject matter not found was the method for 
hemofiltration comprising the steps of measuring the actual blood flow rate delivered by 
the pump using a flow sensor; comparing the actual blood flow rate with a blood flow 
rate indicated by a pump speed; and activating an alarm responsively to a difference 
between the actual blood flow rate indicated by the flow sensor and the blood flow rate 
indicated by a pump speed such that said alarm is activated when said difference 
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exceeds a predetermined value, in combination with the other elements (or steps) in the 
claims. Claim 19 is allowable since they are dependent from allowable claim 1 . 

With respect to claim 20, the subject matter not found was the method for 
extracorporeal blood treatment comprising the steps of connecting a patient's vascular 
system to a blood withdrawal and return lines; fastening a member carrying a waste, 
replacement fluid, and blood withdrawal lines to a treatment machine; the member and 
treatment machine being configured such that by said step of connecting, the waste, 
withdrawal, and return lines are engaged by, and actuated by the pump, in combination 
with the other elements (or steps) in the claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patricia M. Bianco whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4940. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday 9:00-6:30, 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Angela Sykes can be reached on (571) 272-4955. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

June 9 th , 2005 Patricia M Bianco 
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